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Oceans Act (¢. 31, S.C. 18 December, 1996, in force 31 January, 1997)

Baselines - Inner limit of Territorial Sea

Outer Limit of Territorial Sea

5. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3). the baseline is the 4. The territorial sea of Canada consists of a belt of sea that
low-water line along the coast or on a low-tide elevation has as its inner limit the baselines described in section 5 and
that is situated wholly or partly at a distance not exceeding asitsouter limit

the breadth of the territorial sea of Canada from the
mainland oranisland.

(2) In respect of any area for which geographical
coordinates of points have been prescribed pursuant to
subparagraph 25(a)(i) and subject to any exceptions in the
regulations for
(a) the use of the low-water line along the coast
betweengiven points, and
(b) the use of the low-water lines of low-tide
clevations that are sitnated wholly or partly at a
distance not exceeding the breadth of the territorial sea
of Canada from the mainland oranisland,
the baselines are straight lines interpreted as geodesics
joining the consecutive geographical coordinates of points
so prescribed.

(3) Inrespect of any area not referred to in subsection (2),
the baselines are the outer limits of any area, other than the
territorial sea of Canada, over which Canada has a historic
orothertitle of sovereignty.

(4) For the purposes of this section, a low-tide elevationis a
naturally formed area of land that is surrounded by and
above water at low tide but submerged at high tide.

(a) subject to paragraph (b). the line every point of
which is at a distance of 12 nautical miles from the
nearestpoint of the baselines; or

(b) in respect of the portions of the territorial sea of
Canada for which geographical coordinates of points
have been prescribed pursuant to subparagraph
25(a)(ii). lines determined from the geographical
coordinates of points so prescribed.

A low water line along coast.

B low water line of island within, or partially
within the territorial sea determined from A.

C low water line of island.

D low-tide elevation within the territorial sea

determined from A.

low-tide elevation within the territorial sea

determined from B. It will have a territorial

sea.

F low-tide elevation within the territorial sea
determined from D. It will not have a
territorial sea.

G low-tide eclevation within the territorial sea
determined from C. It will have a territorial
sea.

H low-tideelevations outside any territorial sea.

™
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Oceans Act (¢. 31, S.C. 18 December, 1996, in force 31 January, 1997)

Baselines - Inner limit of Territorial Sea

Outer Limit of Territorial Sea

5. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3). the baseline is the 4. The territorial sea of Canada consists of a belt of sea that
low-water line along the coast or on a low-tide elevation has as its inner limit the baselines described in section 5 and
that is situated wholly or partly at a distance not exceeding as itsouter limit

the breadth of the territorial sca of Canada from the
mainland oranisland.

(2) In respect of any area for which geographical
coordinates of points have been prescribed pursuant to
subparagraph 25(a)(i) and subject to any exceptions in the
regulations for
(a) the use of the low-water line along the coast
betweengiven points, and
(h) the use of the low-water lines of low-tide
clevations that are situated wholly or partly at a
distance not exceeding the breadth of the territorial sea
of Canada from the mainland oranisland,
the baselines are straight lines interpreted as geodesics
joining the consecutive geographical coordinates of points
so prescribed.

(3) Inrespect of any area not referred to in subsection (2).
the baselines are the outer limits of any area, other than the
territorial sea of Canada, over which Canada has a historic
orothertitle of sovereignty.

(4) For the purposes of this section, a low-tide elevationis a
naturally formed area of land that is surrounded by and
abovewater at low tide but submerged at high tide.

(a) subject to paragraph (b). the line every point of
which is at a distance of 12 nautical miles from the
nearestpoint of the baselines; or

(b) in respect of the portions of the territorial sea of
Canada for which geographical coordinates of points
have been prescribed pursuant to subparagraph
25(a)(ii), lines determined from the geographical
coordinates of points so prescribed.

A low water line along coast.

B low water line of island within, or partially
within the territorial sea determined from A.

C low water line of island.

D low-tide elevation within the territorial sea

determined from A.

low-tide clevation within the territorial sea

determined from B. It will have a territorial
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F low-tide elevation within the territorial sea
determined from D. It will not have a
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G low-tide elevation within the territorial sea
determined from C. It will have a territorial
sea.

H low-tideelevations outside any territorial sea.
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TIDAL WATERS
LAND-WATER LIMITS & VERTICAL DATUMS

Low-water line (low-water mark)
The intersection of the plane of low water with the shore.
The line along a coast. or beach, to which the sea recedes at
low-water. (Manual on Technical Aspects of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea- 1982)

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
1982

The normal baseline for measuring the breadth of the territorial
sea is the low-water line along the coast as marked on large-
scale charts officially recognized by the coastal State. (Article 5)
A low-tide elevation is a naturally formed area of land whichis
surrounded by and above waterat low tide but submerged at high
tide. (Article 13)

HHWLT

HHWMT

Tidal land-water limit definitions
(Tidal water levels employed as limits of land parcels in Canada)

Mean High Water (MHW): ordinary. usual or customary
water level of medium high tide between high spring and
high neap tides.* Associated with High Water Mark
(HWM) and Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM).

Mean Low Water (MLW): ordinary water level of
medium low tide between low spring and low neap tides.

Spring tide (HWS, LWS): tide of increased range
oceurring near the times of full Moon and new Moon
resulting from tidal forces of the Sun and Moon acting in
the same direction.

Neap tide (HWN, LWN): tide of decreased range
occurring near the times of first and third (last) quarters of
the moon when the tidal forces of the Sun and Moon are
opposed.

For land uses “mark™ is used instead of “line” indicating
that. in Canada. the limit is a natural feature, consistently
determined by local evidence of the tides (a distinctive
appearance), and not by abstract rules.

* There is no fixed time element (e.g. a tidal day, a tidal
month. ete.) for the determination of the MH¥ because
the emphasis is on locating the “mark™ on the shore.

HWS

MHI

HWN

Canadian Definitions*
High tide (HW): the highest level reached at a place by the
water surface in one oscillation. Also called high water.
Higher high water large tide (HHWLT): the average of
the highest high waters. one from each of 19 years of
predictions.
Higher high water mean tide (HHWMT): the average
fromall the higher high waters from 19 years of predictions.
Lower low water large tide (LLWLT): the average of the
lowest low waters, one from each of 19 years of predictions.
Lower low water mean tide (LLWMT): the average of all
the lower low waters from 19 years of predictions.
Lowest normal tide (LNT): synonymous with LLWLT (on
older charts it may refer to a variety of low water chart
datums).
Low tide (LW): the lowest level reached at a place by the
water surface in one oscillation. Also called low water.
Mean water level (MWL): the average of all hourly water
levels over the available period ofrecord.
Chartdatum (LLWLT): the plane of vertical reference to
which all charted depths and drying heights are related.

*Source: Department of Fisheries & Oceans, Canadian Hydrographic
Service.

Upland

Other Definitions
Tide (LAT): the |

can be predicted to oceur under average meteorological
diti and under a bis i of ical

Lowest

level that

conditions.

Lowest Low Water Spring Tide (LLWST): the
average of the lowest low water observations of spring
tides, over a specified period.

Maritime Zones of Canada

Territorial Sea

Contiguous Zone

Exclusive Economic Zone
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Chapter 6

Sections 3 and 4 of the Territorial Sea Geographical Coordinates (Area 7) Order (SOR/85-872, registration 10 September,
1985), explained the Schedules of the order as follows:

3.(1) The lists of geographical coordinates of points set out in
Schedules I, IT and III are hereby issued as lists of geographical
coordinates of points from which baselines may be determined
pursuant to the Actinrespect of Area 7.

4.(1) In respect of the portion of Arca 7 for which the
geographical coordinates of points are listed in Schedule I, the
baselines are straight lines joining the points so listed.

(2) Inrespect of the portionof Area 7 for which the geographical
coordinates of points are listed in Schedule II, the baseline is the
low-water line along the coast joining the points so listed.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the geographical
coordinates of points set out in columns Il and III of an item of
the schedules are those determined from the chart and edition

set out in column IV of that item. (3) Inrespect of the portionof Area 7 for which the geographical

coordinates of points are listed in Schedule I11, the basclines are

the low-water lines of the islands and of the low-tide elevations.
Schedule IJ without Column IV

Column 1 Column IT | Column III Explanation

Item| Locality Latitude Longitude Schedule I contains a series of numbered and named
features with specified latitudes and longitudes and

1. * | Nunaluk Spit 69°36'S4"N. | 139°54'10"W. nautical chart references. The baseline is the straight line
2. * | Herschel Island | 69°38'30"N.| 139°07'24"W. between the features. Schedule II contains a series of
3. * | Collinson Head | 69°34'40"N.| 138°50'25"W. numbered lines that represent segments of the low water
4. Kay Point 69°17'S4"N.| 138°23'20"W. line. The beginning and end of each line are identified by
5 Pitt Island 69°10'55"N.| 136°16'00"W. name and specified latitudes and longitudes. The asterisk
8. Garry Telsnd 69°29'55"N | 135°49'03"W (*) in Schedule lindicates that aname appearsin Schedule
: - IT and therefore a low water line segment interrupts the

* See Schedule II

Schedule ", without Column IV

straight line sequence. A continuous baseline is created
from elements of Schedules I and I1.

e | oo | Column I Column IIL | o it T has the ot westery

Locality Latitude Longitude longitude. As canbe seen in Schedule I1. the easterly end

. : - B : of this segment of the baseline is Nunaluk Spit. Nunaluk

L Demarcatlor} Point 690 2 8:46::N’ 141 5 OO:OO':W- Spit appears in Schedule I and is one end of a straight line

Nunaluk Spit 69026"5,4"N~ 139054’10"W~ to Herschel Island from point 1 to point 2. The next

2. | Herschel Island 09°38'30"N. | 139°07'24"W. | scgment, defined in Schedule I, is the low water line of

Collinson Head 69°34'40"N. | 138°50'25"W. |  Herschel Island to Collinson Head. The next segment is

3. |Pelly Island 69°35'18"N. | 135°35'30"W. | defined in Schedule I as a straight line from point 3
Pelly Island 69°38'22"N. | 135°29'00"W.| (Collinson Head) to point 4 (Kay Point).

Demarcation

ALASKA

Point

Nunaluk

1

Herschel
Island

The portion of the baseline depicted here has two low water line
segments (numbered (1) and (2)) and three straight line portions (from
point 1 to point 2; from point 3 to point 4and from point 4 to point 5).

3 Collinson Head

Beaufort Sea

Contiguous Zone of Canada

Territorial Sea of Canada

)

4 pitt1stand
Kay Point

Internal waters of Canada
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——350 M —— 200 nautical miles from base lines
Depth more than 2500 metres
——200 M —— 350 nautical miles from base lines
2600 2500 metre isobath

— Approximate outer limit of
continental shelf

Area
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